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Authorship & Authority
Purpose / Scope
Objectivity

Currency
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m Anyone can put up a webpage about
anything.

m Many pages are not kept up-to-date.
m There is no quality control.
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m Look at the URL (Universal Resource Locator)-
the address of the website.

Domain name endings:

= .edu = education org = non-profit

= .com = commercial gov = government
= .net = network server

m .k12 = public school uk,ir = country

= ~ (tilde) = personal page
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Some examples!

N " Vs. "This page on
heart attack was developed by health professionals at the

"

m Claims that one remedy will cure a variety of illnesses, that it is
a" ," orthat it reliesona " ",

m A sensational writing style (lots of exclamation points, for
example !1?

m " ") Vs. are "Written by Jane Smith,
R.N.," or "Copyright Y+ + Y, American Cancer Society ".
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5 W's for Evaluating Web Sites

m Kathy Schrock’s Web Site Evaluation



http://kathyschrock.net/abceval/5ws.htm

" S
5 W's for Evaluating Web Sites

Who

Who wrote the pages and are they an expert?
Is a biography of the author included?

How can you find out more about the author?

What

What does the author say is the purpose of the site?
What else might the author have in mind for the site?
What makes the site easy to use?

When
When was the site created?
When was the site last updated?

Where
Where does the information come from?
Where can | look to find out more about the producer/sponsor?

Why

Why is this information useful for my purpose?
Why should | use this information?

Why is this page better than another?

©1998 by Kathy Schrock (kathy@kathyschrock.net)
PDF version to print out: http://kathyschrock.net/abceval/5ws.pdf



http://kathyschrock.net/abceval/5ws.pdf
http://kathyschrock.net/abceval/5ws.pdf
http://kathyschrock.net/abceval/5ws.pdf

'_
Finally

m Look for a link saying "Privacy" or
"Privacy Policy ™.

m For example, Iif the site says "We share
information with companies that can

provide you with useful products, "then
your information isn't private .
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www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human Genome/posters/chromosome/eval
uate.shtml

Sl pgij 7 b (o) Culw O
= Who maintains the site? col. s)1565 5 3Jg5 Cdgius
m Does the site link to other good sources of medical
Information? ey Culic plic 4 s5gn

m Are statements supported by references to reputable
SOUKCeS? »ui 45lid 9 puizo 35T g plio 4 gl

= When was the site last updated? c,L. oy sjlwselsg,) b
m Has the site been reviewed for mistakes in grammar
or spelling? «s 5 1,8 w0 5,50 o503 9 S98) Olaluil

m Are informative graphics and multimedia files such as
video or audio clips available? 4., sz 9 g ugai sld JBog>9

l
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www.fda.gov/oc/opacom/evalhealthinfo.htm| =
o0l gyl 9 1ie Ulo;Lw
m Can you easily see who sponsors the Web site?

m |s the sponsor a government agency, a medical
school, or a reliable health-related organization,
or is it related to one of these?

m Is there contact information?
m Can you tell when the information was written?
m IS your privacy protected?

m Does the Web site make claims that seem too
good to be true? Are quick, miraculous cures
promised?



http://www.fda.gov/oc/opacom/evalhealthinfo.html
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Cornell University Library

www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/webcrit.html

Accuracy. If your page lists the author and institution that
published the page and provides a way of contacting
him/her and . ..

Authority. If your page lists the author credentials and its
domain is preferred (.edu, .gov, .org, or .net), and, . .

Objectivity. If your page provides accurate information
with limited advertising and it is objective in presenting the
Information, and . . .

Currency. If your page is current and updated regularly
(as stated on the page) and the links (if any) are also up-
to-date, and . ..

Coverage. If you can view the information properly--not
limited to fees, browser technology, or software
requirement, then . . .
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m Evaluating Information Found on the Internet.
http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/
evaluating/

m Evaluating Web Pages:
Techniques to Apply & Questions to Ask.
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides
/Internet/Evaluate.html



http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/evaluating/
http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/evaluating/
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